
Summer School  

An integrated approach to marine invertebrate biodiversity:  

evolutionary and functional adaptations 

Deadline for registration August,.31st, 2018

Maximum number of trainees: 20. According to the COST 
rules, trainees from countries participating in the COST 

Action 16203 – MARISTEM will be preferentially selected. 

Trainees should be preferentially engaged in an official 
research programme as a PhD Student or postdoctoral fellow 
or employed by, or affiliated to, an institution, organisation or 
legal entity which has within its remit a clear association with 
performing research.

Once selected, trainees must register for an e-COST profile at 
.

COST will cover the expenses of the materials and of 
lunches/coffee break. A support to travel and 
accommodation expenses will be given to participants of 
the COST countries in the form of a grant of 150 euros. A 
special price of 27 euros per night has been agreed at the 
Hotel Adriatico, in Tricase, for trainees, in double or triple 
rooms, breakfast included. 

https://e-services.cost.eu

Further information and application form at: 
http://maristem.eu/

October, 1-6, 2018
Avamposto MARE -Tricase porto (Lecce)

http://www.biodiversitymaretricase.org/avamposto-mare

LECTURES
Mediterranean biodiversity and the role of marine biology stations 
Morpho-functional adaptations of echinoderms: from smart connective tissues 

to remarkable regenerative abilities. 
Evolution of gene regulatory networks and developmental controls in 

echinoderms
The photosymbiotic acoel Symsagittifera roscoffensis
Chimerism in cnidarians and tunicates 
Stem cells in marine invertebrates (overview)
Sponge diversity and phylogenetic relationships
Basic mechanisms of nerve repair in the medicinal leech Hirudo medicinalis 

(Annelida)
Turritopsis dohrnii: an hydrozoan model of reverse development and cell 

transdifferentiation
Body plan formation during regeneration in sponges
Stem cells cell in sponges (Porifera): an update
Graptolithina and the invertebrate-to-vertebrate transition: the Mediterranean 

colonial pterobranch, Rhabodopleura recondita
Phylum Cycliophora: A short introduction and state-of-the-art
The allograft inflammatory factor AIF-1 in the sea urchin: insights on evolution of 

deuterostomes immune paths
Ascidians as model organisms for biological studies
Sea anemones inflammatory reactions and bioactive molecules: from 

multifunctional role to applications
Octopus vulgaris as a model system

PRACTICAL LABORATORIES
Sorting out echinoderm diversity
Starting sponge self-recognition experiments: Homografts, allografts, xenografts
Sampling on the shoreline 
Observation of Symsagittifera developmental stages 
Sorting out cnidarians
Plankton sampling
Diving sampling (sponges, pterobranchs and more)
Looking for pterobranchs and in vivo morphological analysis of pterobranchs
Experimental work on sponges 
Discovering Symbion sp. 
Experimental approaches on anthozoan immunological activities 

Send applications to: , loriano.ballarin@unipd.it
stefano.piraino@unisalento.it luisa.talamounipd.it, 

TRAINERS
Xavier Bailly (Station Biologique de Roscoff, France); Loriano Ballarin, Department of Biology, University of Padova, Padova, Italy; Alexander Ereskowsky (Institut Méditerranéen 
de Biodiversité et d'Ecologie marine et continentale (IMBE) UMR n°7263 CNRS, Aix Marseille Université, IRD, Avignon Université Station Marine d'Endoume); Ricardo Cardoso 
Neves (Natural History Museum of Denmark); Paola Oliveri (University College London); Patrizia Pagliara (Department of Biological and Environmental Science and Technology 
(DISTEBA), Salento University, Lecce, Italy); Maria Giovanna Parisi (Department of Earth and Sea Science, University of Palermo); Roberta Pennati (Department of Biosciences, 
University of Milano, Milano, Italy); Stefano Piraino (Department of Biological and Environmental Science and Technology, Salento University, Lecce, Italy); Baruch Rinkevich (Israel 
Oceanography and Limnological Research, National Institute of Oceanography, Haifa 31080, Israel); Francesca Strano (Department of Biological and Environmental Science and 
Technology (DISTEBA), Salento University, Lecce, Italy); Michela Sugni (Department of Biosciences, University of Milano, Milano, Italy); Jacopo Vizioli (Université Lille 1, Lille, 
France).
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